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Birding Trails to be Signed
This spring, Birding Drives Dakota was awarded $11,200 in grants to install a kiosk and navigation signs 
on all five of the established trails which route birders from Jamestown and Carrington to the birding 
hotspots of Arrowwood NWR, Chase Lake NWR and Lake Juanita. In total there will be 76 spots signed 
on 425 miles of birding trails.

The trails were established many years ago and have successfully attracted and guided birders through the 
region with a beautiful and useful brochure alone. This next phase of adding navigation signs to the trails 
will aid birders from across the nation to hopefully find a few “lifers” and enjoy the scenery of the region 
with less fear of losing their way.

Special thanks go to the generous entities of the North Dakota Tourism Department, the Carrington 
Community Endowment Fund, Buffalo City Tourism, the Carrington Development Corporation and 
Northern Plains Electric that pledged donations to pay for the signage. Also special thanks to the 
BDD volunteers working to contact landowners and install the signs along the routes. The signs are 
being purchased from Newman Signs in Jamestown and members will begin installation this fall!
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Excerpt from Brooks Bird Club “Mailbag”, bimonthly newsletter, Wheeling, WV.
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Upcoming Events

Sept 27, 2013  9am-12:  Youth Archery Shoot for the Pingree-Buchanan 5-8th graders  at Arrowwood NWR.
October 13, 2013:  BIG SIT. Contact Arrowwood NWR at 701-285-3341 for further information.
October 16, 2013  5:30pm:  Birding Drives Dakota's Annual Meeting will be held at the Chieftain 
Conference Center. Paul Halko, Arrowwood Refuge Manager, will be the guest speaker. Everyone is 
welcome to come and see what BDD is about.
June 11-15, 2014   Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival.  www.birdingdrives.com 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Birding Community E-Bulletin August 2013:  BARN OWLS AT SFO MARRIOTT

We end with an upbeat story on . . . the Barn Owl, that has for the second year nested at a Marriott Hotel near the 
San Francisco Airport. While breeding season for Barn Owls typically starts in March or early April, breeding can 
occur at any time of year, especially when there is an ample food source.

The airport nesting pair has recently been raising four owlets on the balcony of room 1141 at the San Francisco 
Airport Marriott Waterfront, hotel officials recently announced.

Marriott officials try to keep room 1141 on the Concierge Level vacant, but when the hotel is sold out and room 
1141 is needed, the hotel asks guests to be respectful of the owls.

Moreover, in celebration of the nesting Barn Owls, children staying at the hotel are offered a complimentary 
stuffed owl toy, as are any guests staying in room 1141. The hotel’s Director of Operations, Dean Waziry says, “I 
never get tired of looking at them… we love having them at our hotel.”

For more on this fascinating Barn Owl event, see the National Wildlife Federation blog by Beth Pratt:
http://blog.nwf.org/2013/07/san-francisco-airport-marriott-gives-a-hoot-for-barn-owls/

E-Bulletin may be accessed at:  http://refugeassociation.org/2013/08/the-birding-community-e-bulletin-august-
2013.

Killdeer and eggs photo by Al Batt     →

The killdeer is North America’s most well-known plover. The killdeer can be 
common around human developments, frequently seen on playing fields, parking 
lots, and other unnatural habitats. Its “broken-wing” display is famous and known 
by many non-birders. The killdeer often forms flocks after breeding in late 
summer. It feeds in fields and in a variety of wet areas, but rarely along the ocean 
shore, and in general, it is not prevalent on mudflats. It is noisy. It reacts quickly to 
any perceived disturbance. Polytypic (3 ssp.; nominate in United States). Length 
10.5" (27 cm).

Identification The brown upper parts turn orange at the rump and upper tail 
coverts, but this only shows in flight, or during its “broken-wing” display. The forecrown is white, as is a short but 
distinct supercilium, and there is a white collar. The lores are dark; this coloration continues and broadens at the 
auriculars. The underparts are white, except for 2 bold black breast bands. The legs are pale, usually flesh tones, but 
sometimes with a yellow-green cast. The orbital ring is narrow, but a bright orange-red. The killdeer is the largest of 
the “ringed” plovers and looks long-tailed. The sexes generally look similar in adult plumage, and there is little 
seasonal change. Males average more black on the face than females, but this is variable. Fresh feathers, typically in 
late summer, have rusty edges to them. Juvenile: its plumage is paler than an adult’s, with pale edges to the upper 
parts. Downy young have only one breast band, but they quickly grow out of this plumage. Flight: a particularly 
bold white wing stripe marks the inner wing. In addition, the bright reddish orange rump is visible and the tail has 
obvious white corners, with dark central rectrices.

Status and Distribution Common. Breeding: open ground, usually on gravel, including in cities. Migration: early 
spring migrants show up in the middle latitudes with the first bit of warmth after mid February. Peak in Great Lakes 
mid to late March, with most migrants having passed through by mid-April. In fall, numbers build July–August, 
sometimes as early as late June. Migration peaks August, with numbers decreasing during September. Many birds 
will linger until November, or later if warm weather persists. Winter: while most winter populations are well 
established, some vary according to the extent of snow cover. Vagrant: can occur north of breeding range.
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March 14 2013 – Horned Larks, First of Migrants Back to the Prairies.
This past weekend I made another countryside 
journey in search of winter specialties including 
common and hoary redpolls, and the red and white-
winged crossbills.  The trip started with a search 
through the town of Steele where a friend and I 
quickly located a very active feeder on the west side 
of town.   Here we found both the white-winged and 
red crossbills in the spruce tops, and two red-
winged blackbirds that probably wintered there.  We 
searched through many redpolls before we found a 
hoary redpoll, an uncommon winter visitor.

As we traveled southeast, many little brown birds 
were flushing off the roadsides five, ten , or twenty 
at a time.  Most of these little brown birds were 
horned larks coming to feed here since the vast 
landscape east of Bismarck is covered with a lot 
more snow than we have here.  Horned larks are the 
first of our migrants back to the prairies.

  By the end of February every year, small bunches 
and big flocks of this species can easily be seen.   It 
may not seem like spring is here, but these little 
sparrow-sized birds are in a big hurry to return and 
set up their territories before the females come back 
in a few weeks. 

Their plumage is an overall sandy brown, with 
white bellies and under-wings, a black mask around 
a yellow face, and two little black horns that curl up 
on each side of the head, thus giving them the 
name.   
This time of year the landscape can be covered with 
deep white snow accumulated from a long winter. 
Yet somewhere out there is a rock that is barely 
uncovered, with a horned lark perched on top of it, 
proudly claiming this particular field as its home.   I 
wonder how these little feathered friends know that 
this is the choice field to live when the landscape is 
covered with 15 inches of snow!   They must know 
something we don’t.

The horned lark is the only lark species native to 
North America.   These birds enjoy open barren 
country which makes the prairies of North Dakota 
very suitable for them.   Larks have also adapted to 
live on the agricultural fields which are in 
abundance.
  

The birds will forage on the ground for weed and 
grass seeds primarily.   In the nesting season, birds 
will feed on the plentiful insects and pass some on 
to the young.   In winter, the grass edges of the 
plowed roads provide the easiest access to food for 
them.   Here in the southwest quarter of the state, 
some males will stick out the winter, while most 
willl leave.   However, in winters of deep snow they 
may be non-existent.

During my travels across the countryside this past 
weekend, horned larks were easily found where 
much snow fell during the month of February.  One 
particular field near a grain elevator must have been 
a location for excess grain to be piled.   The snow 
had been pushed aside, with a thin covering of grain 
on the ground throughout the open area.   Three 
hundred birds were skirmishing about to get their 
fill of the easy meal.

As my friend and I continued on our journey 
southeast, circling back through Linton in the 
afternoon, less and less of these birds were noted.

The lack of snow and recent warm-up opened up 
the prairies for these little songsters to stake their 
claim away from the roads.

Some may consider the sentinel red-winged 
blackbird in a marsh, or the melodious meadowlark 
on a fencepost as the clear sign of spring, but don’t 
forget about the overlooked and under-appreciated 
horned lark.   These little feathered friends are the 
true harbingers of spring.

Good Birding,
Corey Ellingson, President
Bismarck-Mandan Bird Club.       Horned Lark ↓
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Birding in North Dakota
Some locations attract so many birds or such a variety of interesting birds that they are 
known as "Hot Spots". Everyone has his or her own hot spot. Sometimes these hot spots 
are swarming with birds only during the spring or fall migration. Some hot spots are best in 
the middle of the winter. If you would like to see a lot of birds in just one day, you will 
have to visit many different habitats. Some of North Dakota’s birding hotspots include a 
variety of habitats within a relatively small area. How many of these areas in North Dakota 
have you visited? More locations coming in the next issue of Prairie Tweets.

Site General Information

Turtle River State Park – 
Arvilla, ND 

Because of the environmental diversity, many different bird species can be 
found. Much of the area is wooded with mixed hardwood stands, timbered 
hills and lush river bottoms. There is also an open prairie area with emerging 
native grasses, and wetland in the south section of the park. The wetland area 
is a haven for water birds. Bitterns, terns and blue herons are common along 
the river. In spring and autumn, thousands of migratory waterfowl pass over 
and through the park. 

Souris Loop National Wildlife 
Refuges – Kenmare, Upham 
and Foxholm, ND. 

The "Souris Loop" National Wildlife Refuges system is made up of Des Lacs 
National Wildlife Refuge (19,554 acres), J. Clark Salyer National Wildlife 
Refuge (58,700 acres) and Upper Souris National Wildlife Refuge (32,092 
acres). Important habitats found on these refuges include restored marshes, 
remnant tracts of native grass, lowland meadow, impounded lakes, wooded 
sandhills, river bottoms and brush covered coulees. While waterfowl, 
pelicans, tundra swans, grouse and cranes are spectacular, a variety of other 
species of interest may be found. Birders come from all over the country 
looking for Sprague's Pipits, and Baird's and Le Conte's sparrows. In 
addition, as many as five species of grebes may be found. Species found on 
these refuges since 1935 total 293, of which 23 are accidentals, and one is 
extirpated. About 150 species are known to nest on these refuges. 

Little Missouri National 
Grasslands – Dickinson, ND. 

Stretching over 1,259,000 acres, the Dakota Prairie National Grasslands 
offers visitors the opportunity to view elk, antelope, whitetail and mule deer, 
bighorn sheep, coyotes, sharptail grouse, pheasants, wild turkeys, eagles, 
falcons, and the busy prairie dogs. Recreational opportunities offer hiking, 
camping, horseback riding, photography, canoeing, fishing, hunting, and 
backpacking.

Audubon National Wildlife 
Refuge – Coleharbor, ND Bird checklist includes 239 birds. 95 of these species nest on the Refuge. 

Cross Ranch State Park and Cross 
Ranch Nature Preserve – Center, 
ND

 Bird checklist includes 149 birds. 36 of these species nest at the park or on 
the preserve. This checklist contains names of birds found in and around 
Cross Ranch State Park and Cross Ranch Nature Preserve, which is owned 
and operated by The Nature Conservancy. 

http://www.nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/northdakota/preserves/art9055.html
http://www.nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/northdakota/preserves/art9055.html
http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/dakotaprairie/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/dakotaprairie/
http://www.fws.gov/uppersouris/
http://www.fws.gov/jclarksalyer/
http://www.fws.gov/jclarksalyer/
http://www.fws.gov/jclarksalyer/deslacs/deslacs.htm
http://www.fws.gov/jclarksalyer/deslacs/deslacs.htm
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ND-Birds@LISTSERVE.NODAK.EDU

Date:  Wed, 4 Sep 2013 21:31:47 -0500 From: Ron Martin
Subject: Weekend birding in sw ND

This past weekend Dave Lambeth, Corey Ellingson and I spent a couple of days in sw ND, mostly in 
Slope and Bowman Counties. Chris Hiatt from Bowman joined us on Sunday. We hiked both mornings in 
the burn in the Ponderosa Pine Area on the Logging Camp and Jacobson Ranches. Few migrants were 
seen, but the burns were birdy with lingering nesters. The burned areas have good numbers of N. Flickers, 
Red-headed Woodpeckers and Hairy Woodpeckers. Following are a few of the birds seen during the 
weekend. 

Long-eared Owl - one calling Sat. evening at the Logging Camp Ranch cabin area.
Burrowing Owl - 6 in a dog town west of Hwy 85 in Slope Co.
Com. Poorwill - 4 calling Sunday morning at the Logging Camp Ranch cabin area.
Red-headed Woodpecker - 15 on the Logging Camp Ranch.
Western Wood-Pewee - 10 in the burned areas.
Swainson's Thrush - 2, one of the few migrants.
E. Bluebird - 40
Audubon's Warbler - 8 lingering in the pines.
Yellow-br. Chat - 7
Lark Bunting - still a few in the area.
Lincoln's Sparrow - 2, another of the few migrants.
Lazuli Bunting - 34, still well distributed and quite active. 

eporting for the group
Rural Sawyer
------------------------------

Date: Wed, 4 Sep 2013 19:32:17 -0700 From: David Lambeth
Subject: Grand Forks Sep 4

Winds out of the north last night brought in cooler temperatures and migrants. I observed 15 species of 
warblers including my first of fall Bay-breasted, Palm, and Orange-crowned. Also four of the five 
expected species of vireos with yellow-throated being the one not seen. One flock of about 150 Canada 
Geese was flying south in early morning.
-----------------------
Date: Thu, 5 Sep 2013 10:28:17 -0500 From: Corey Ellingson 
<crackerjackbirder@BIS.MIDCO.NET>
Subject: Be on the Lookout!

 On the MOU Listserv, Karl Bardon reported a MISSISSIPPI KITE sighted at Hawk Ridge yesterday--the 
second this season. He also said that conditions are good for additional sightings this migration, due to 
strong southerly winds in late August blowing migrants north.
  If I remember right, not only does North Dakota not have a sighting of this species in its history, we may 
be one of the last states in the Lower 48! All states around us have sighted this bird, as well as Canadian 
Provinces.

If memory serves me right, a Mississippi Kite was photographed close in Clay county MN last fall or two 
falls ago.

mailto:crackerjackbirder@BIS.MIDCO.NET


Prairie Tweets        Page 7

Getting a black eye from a blackbird - Reid Nelson of Sheboygan is an avid bicyclist. He was biking a 
trail past a cattail marsh. It was an area where red-winged blackbirds nest. Reid wears a helmet. Not all 
the time, but he does when biking. That’s a good thing. A male red-winged blackbird took after him, 
trying to drive Reid away. It could have rightly been called an attack. Reid pumped the pedals furiously 
in an escape attempt. At one point, Reid thought he had freed himself of his assailant. He turned his head 
slightly to look back and the blackbird got in his face. This is when things got worse. Reid swerved off 
the trail. He took a tumble, but neither he nor the bicycle suffered much damage. 

 The bird was satisfied. It no longer regarded Reid as a threat and it left the scene.

Reid will not be watching Alfred Hitchcock’s "The Birds" any time soon. - Al Batt

Monarch Butterflies on Blazing Star – Al Batt

A window unto nature
  A window is better than TV. You can see everything out of a window. One of my favorite poems is from 

W.H. Davies, "What is this life if, full of care, we have no time to stand and stare? No time to stand 
beneath the boughs and stare as long as sheep or cows. No time to see, when woods we pass, where 
squirrels hide their nuts in grass. No time to see, in broad daylight, streams full of stars, like skies at night. 
No time to turn at beauty's glance, and watch her feet, how they can dance. No time to wait till her mouth 
can enrich that smile her eyes began. A poor life this if, full of care, we have no time to stand and stare."  

  A poor life this is if we do not spend time gazing through glass. I didn’t see them, but I heard crickets 
singing as if they were searching for Buddy Holly outside my window.
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Birding Drives Dakota continues its mission:
To Promote Economic Development in North 
Dakota Through Nature-based Tourism Focused
on Birding!

October 16, 2013  5:30pm:  Birding Drives Dakota's 
Annual Meeting will be held at the Chieftain Conference
Center.   Paul Halko, Arrowwood Refuge Manager, will 
be the guest speaker. Everyone is welcome to come and 
see what BDD is about and what has been accomplished this past year.

Naturally  -  by Al Batt
Each day brings more wonder than understanding.

Jiminy! The crickets were loud. The snowy tree cricket is a chirping thermometer, making sleigh bell-
like sounds on late summer evenings. They’re delicate-appearing, pale-green insects, usually found on 
bushes and trees. To convert cricket chirps to degrees Fahrenheit, count the number of chirps in 13 seconds 
and add 40.

The robin was building a castle
   Jim Grotte of Fairmont wrote, "After staking the property lines for a new house, the general contractor 
left an entire ball of mason’s line. Over the course of that day, a robin made countless trips carrying this 
line of string to build her nest. The nest was being built atop a light between the garage doors on the house 
next door. When the neighbor got home that afternoon, he discovered just how industrious one robin can 
be. His boat, parked on the driveway, was absolutely draped in string. All this string ran a total of thirty 
feet or more from my job site, across the boat, and then up to the light. It looked like someone had tossed 
out a big bowl of spaghetti."

"Just smiling goes a long way toward making you feel better about life. And when you feel better about 
life, your life is better."-- Art Linkletter 

"The cockroach and the bird were both here long before we were. Both could get along very well without 
us; although it is perhaps significant that of the two the cockroach would miss us the most."-- Joseph 
Wood Krutch

"If one could conclude as to the nature of the Creator from a study of creation it would appear that God has 
an inordinate fondness for stars and beetles."―J.B.S. Haldane

We are very excited about our "Friend of the Refuge" designation and all the potential it has for BDD 
and Arrowwood Refuge. 

We are looking for new members and fresh ideas. If you are a nature lover, birder, or 
simply an individual interested in tourism or conservation, now is a great time to join 
our board or become a member and make a difference. If you are interested, please call 
701-652-2524, 701-650-9002, or email  info@birdingdrives.com               

Ann Hoffert, President, 
Birding Drives Dakota

Board of Directors
Ann Hoffert, President - Carrington
Frank Klein, Vice-President - Carrington
Ron Wiederholt, Secretary/Treasurer – Carrington
Laurie Dietz, Director – Carrington
Jeff Galt, D.C., Director - Carrington

mailto:info@birdingdrives.com

