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There’s no place like home for birding
By Corey Ellingson

Excerpt  from  article  submitted  to  The  Bismarck 
Tribune, June 20, 2013:

…  on  my  calendar  was  my  annual  trip  to  the 
potholes and prairies birding festival in Carrington, 
which was only a few days away. My co-guide and 
I searched through many local areas to choose the 
best stops we had to offer a bus of 25 passengers.
    In the course of this endeavor, I began to realize 
how much North Dakota had to offer. North Dakota 
has 100 species of birds to observe in the course of 
a birding day. Many of these species are so plentiful 
as to ensure sightings along any casual drive across 
the landscape.
    Birding tours run roughly six hours, with an hour 
allowed for  participants  to  enjoy a  sack  lunch or 
cater to local dining establishments for a refreshing 
stop before the remainder of the adventure.
    The numbers and variety of birds in the prairie 
pothole  country  is  quite  rich  and  diverse.  The 
agenda for the scouting day is to choose locations to 
showcase particular bird species  that North Dakota 

is  known  for,  such  as  Sprague's  pipit,  Baird's 
sparrow, Nelson's sparrow, LeConte's sparrow and 
chestnut-collared longspur.
    Because of the limited time and miles to travel 
for a tour bus,  the richness and diversity of birds 
give people an excellent opportunity to check off 20 
to 30 species a stop. During the tour, a good stop 
allows  the  scopes  to  set,  the  cameras  to  start 
clicking,  and  the  smiling  faces  with  the  dawn 
chorus all around us.
    As the participants oooh and ahhh over what we 
think are regular birds as American avocet, western 
grebes and grasshopper sparrows, I begin to realize 
and appreciate the wide variety of birds we have, 
and the great numbers of birds that allow multiple 
observations of them in just a few stops.
    I  hope  those  participants  who  visited  North 
Dakota enjoyed their birding adventure as much as I 
did.
    Here is wishing you  good luck on your next 
prairie  pothole  birding adventure,  and an appreci-
ation for it as well.

2013 Potholes &  Prairie Festival Photo by Rick Bohn

Object 1



Page 2       Prairie Tweets
Review for the 2013 Prairie & Potholes Birding Festival

By Erik Bruhnke
The 2013 Potholes and Prairies Birding Festival was my first time attending this grand event, and wow...

I was totally blown away from this year’s birding festival. Having spent several bird-breeding seasons in 
central North Dakota conducting avian field work, it was a treat to return to this amazing region. Putting 
the comparison of past experiences aside, this festival was such a fantastic time to meet so many great 
people,  listen  to  some outstanding  presentations,  and  witness  some of  the  most  spectacular  birding 
around. 

The birds (many habitat specialists) were amazing, and the guides were fantastic. The prairie potholes is 
a unique place on earth where, for as vast and monotone as it may appear to someone who has never 
been there before, hosts a spectacular array of life; both flora and fauna. It was an honor to help lead trips 
and teach about the prairies, and I would highly recommend attending this festival. 

Helping us get from hotspot to hotspot were comfortable coach buses, driven by friendly bus drivers. 
Icing on the cake was listening to the delightful musical talent of The Rain Crows nearly every evening 
through-out the festival. Whether you’ve been to the prairie potholes before, or are considering visiting 
for the first time, this festival is sure to impress and leave you with wonderful memories. 

 Erik Bruhnke Photography – taken during the 2013 festival

2013 Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival Statistics
    There were 135 people in the area for 5 days: 90 participants from 26 states and 2 Canadian provinces,  
20 non-birding spouses, and 25 guides, speakers, and volunteers. We are very excited about what this 
means for eco-tourism dollars in our area. 
     The best guides in the state, in combination with the out-of-state guides, spotted a total of 148 bird 
species for our very happy birders. Forty-five of the participants reported they added 10 birds to their 'life 
list.' One stated she was new to birding and reported an addition of 25 birds to her 'life list.'
     Out-of-state guest speakers and guides included Chris Wood and Jessie Berry from The Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, Ithaca, NY; Eric Bruhnke of Naturally Avian Birding Tours and Photography, Duluth, MN; 
Al Batt,  Humorist,  from Hartland, MN; Bill Thompson, III, editor of Bird Watchers Digest and Julie 
Zickefoose, writer, artist and naturalist,  both from the Appalachian foothills in Ohio. 
     We are very proud of our guides from North Dakota: Bob Anderson, Rick Bohn, Keith Corliss, Corey 
Ellingson, Dave Lambeth, Ron Martin, and Alex Galt who is from North Dakota but now lives in Iowa.

  Western Grebes and Ruddy Duck

          Upland Sandpiper     American Bittern
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Upcoming Events

April 26-27, 2014 Art Fest on Sanibel Island, FL – calling all artists working with repurposed material to 
enter. The Art Fest benefits the J.N. “Ding” Darling NWR. To access rules, guidelines and application, go 
to:   http://dingdarlingsociety.org/upcycleartfest 

June 11-15, 2014   Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival.  www.birdingdrives.com 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Birding Community E-Bulletin June 2013:  RARITY FOCUS

    During a quest for screech-owls on 28 April, Radd Icenoggle came across a real surprise not far from 
Missoula, Montana. He had driven out to the Blue Mountain area, and while birding along the Maclay 
Irrigation Canal, just south of the Maclay Recreation Area, he spotted a male Baikal Teal. He was able to 
photograph the bird before it flushed with some Wood Ducks to settle a few hundred yards away in a small 
flooded gravel pit.
    This species breeds in Siberia and the Russian Far East and normally winters in eastern China, Korea, 
and Japan. There are almost three dozen of these birds historically reported from Alaska, with about half of 
them from the western Aleutians during the fall. Over many decades, about a dozen records have also been 
verified along the Pacific Coast south of Alaska.

    Away from the Pacific Coast – e.g., from Colorado, Oklahoma, Louisiana, and North Carolina – reports 
of Baikal Teal have been questioned due to uncertain provenance. And this possibility is always a problem.

    While this magnificent dabbling species suffered drastic population declines in the past in Asia, with an 
estimated population of only 20,000 – 40,000 birds during the 1980s, recovery since has been impressive. 
The world population may now be closer to 500,000 -700,000 birds. This population rebound in Asia may 
account for a recent increase in reports in North America.

    The Montana bird remained in the vicinity of the canal for a couple of weeks, sometimes accompanied 
by Wood Ducks. Many birders who checked out the area were rewarded with good looks at the teal, with 
the last confirmed sighting on 14 May.

See here for Rad Icenoggle’s photos:
http://www.radleyice.com/2013/04/baikal-teal-near-missoula-montana/

You can view an article on this Baikal Teal from THE MISSOULIAN here:
http://missoulian.com/news/local/rare-baikal-teal-spotted-in-blue-mountain-area/article_d572cf8a-b140-
11e2-ace5-001a4bcf887a.html

Rad Icenoggle's photos of a Baikal Teal

http://dingdarlingsociety.org/upcycleartfest
http://missoulian.com/news/local/rare-baikal-teal-spotted-in-blue-mountain-area/article_d572cf8a-b140-11e2-ace5-001a4bcf887a.html
http://missoulian.com/news/local/rare-baikal-teal-spotted-in-blue-mountain-area/article_d572cf8a-b140-11e2-ace5-001a4bcf887a.html
http://www.radleyice.com/2013/04/baikal-teal-near-missoula-montana/http://
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April Blizzard 2013

Last Sunday afternoon as I looked out the window at my backyard bird feeder, I was somewhat surprised 
to see a trio of mourning doves under the feeder. The yard was still covered in white, other than the path 
the snow-blower cleared from the shed en route to the driveway to clear the record 18 inches of snow. 
The sun was glistening off the water dripping from the icicles clinging to the snowdrift arcing over the 
gutters.  The sun was shining bright trying to melt off the snow and bring life to our barren landscape. The 
trio  of  mourning  doves  seemed  optimistic  to  be  feeding  in  the  snow surrounded  by  winter  regulars 
including the dark-eyed juncos and common redpolls. I stopped for a moment before realizing it is the 
second half of April! Forecasted temps for next weekend are rumored to reach 70s, but I will believe it 
when I see it the way this spring has gone.

I am reminded this is a tale of two very different years we have experienced in succession. Looking back 
at my records from last spring, March temperatures were 13 degrees above normal and precipitation was 
down 33%. In the spring of 2012 I wrote of elm trees blooming out by the end of March, and insects had 
an early start on life. This was a very good reprieve for the wildlife as the winter of 2011 included 100 
inches of snow west of us, and below normal temps March through May.

The wildlife of the Dakotas are a hardy bunch to put up with the long cold winters, and the ups and downs 
the weather always brings. I can’t help but think about all the birds that migrated back recently. The ducks 
and geese year after year push their way into the state the end of March. This year the waters just aren’t 
opening up as they normally do, as the temperatures have been 20 degrees below normal for this time of 
the year. Large flocks of geese came back the end of March and sit on the frozen lakes and ponds simply 
waiting for the ice to finally give way.

The American robins as most of you noticed were plentiful in the week leading up to the blizzard. Upon 
returning this spring, they had to scrounge for fruit that was available as the storm hit. After picking all the 
trees clean, the flocks disappeared once again moving on in search of other sources of food. It was fun to 
watch flocks of 10, 20, or even 50 robins feed on a single crabapple tree surrounded by piles of snow. I 
even noticed a couple of nomadic bohemian waxwing flocks in the area, but they moved on quickly.
As I look out the window now at the snow banks that still surround us, I am probably not the only one that 
is confused at what time of the year it is. I glanced at the local records for the irruptive Common Redpoll, 
and we are currently among the top latest departure dates for the species. Many people have told me of 
huge flocks still hanging around. There may be some lingering birds into May this year.

During the exceptionally early spring last year I had recorded 117 species of birds by the end of March in 
my travels, and 161 species by this weekend. Surprisingly, this year I just added my 117th species last 
weekend with the observation of 8 gull species on the Missouri River, which is a phenomenon that usually 
occurs at the end of March.    

Like all of you, I am very much looking forward to those 70 degree temps coming next weekend so the 
birds can finally push their way north. Shorebirds prodding through the mud in the wetlands, sparrows and 

 longspurs singing from the fence-posts, and my favorite species of 
 warblers flitting through the oak trees of Sleepy Hollow Park are 
 yet to come. All we can do is await their arrival.

   As I anxiously anticipate another exciting spring migration on the 
   prairies, I bid you Good Birding.

Corey Ellingson, avid birder and president Bismarck-Mandan Bird Club. 

 Robin In Winter by Vera Kratochvil



Prairie Tweets         Page 5

  Participants' Response to the How to Prevent 
2013 Potholes & Prairie Festival     Window Collisions
1. I've arrived back to southeast Iowa with 21 new birds 
added to my life list. The field trips were great. I 
especially enjoyed the driftless (sic)(drift plains) area 
trip on Thursday and the Kidder County trip on 
Saturday. Excellent leaders!

 On Saturday's trip when we were looking for specialty 
species like the Nelson and Le Conte Sparrows they 
worked hard to make sure that EVERYONE saw these 
birds before moving on. I appreciated that.

And your seminars were excellent. And Holy Mackeral - 
Al Batt was a hoot.

I've already told a few birders from around here about 
your event so hopefully we'll get some more southeast 
Iowan's there next year!

Therese Cummiskey from Fairfield, Iowa.

2.  Thank  you  and  the  Committee  members  for  an 
outstanding festival. .  .  We have been to many birding 
festivals -- Adirondack (2009), Monterey (2010), Tucson 
(2011), Rio Grande (2012), and Godwit Days in Arcata 
earlier this year. You all did a fantastic job and the ladies 
from Fish & Wildlife were especially helpful and kind in 
answering all questions. The food was wonderful, both 
at  lunch  and  during  the  dinners,  and  I  enjoyed  the 
delicious wild asparagus meal served the first evening. 
I'm so happy the weather cooperated and we could eat 
outside each evening.

POSITIVES: We were able to add five new birds to our 
life lists and had great views of them. Camping in the 
park was very nice and convenient. Knowledgeable and 
friendly leaders

NEGATIVES: Really none, but could you please add a 
few more hours each night  for  sleep? We would have 
liked  to  stay  longer  each  evening,  but  needed  to  get 
some  rest.   Thanks  again  for  all  your  hard  work.  It 
showed how much everyone in Carrington cares about 
the  Festival.  We  will  certainly  recommend  it  to  our 
birding friends.

Kind regards,

E. Duffy, Secacus, NJ

3.  "Al,  your  talk  Saturday evening  was  so  funny and 
such  a  wonderful  memory  of  the  festival.   I  haven't 
laughed so hard in quite a while. Many thanks." S. Shaw 

New York.

      There are many easy ways to minimize or 
completely prevent bird window collisions from 
both the inside and outside. The best tactics involve 
multiple techniques to ensure that birds will easily 
see a window and be able to avoid it.

Interior Solutions 

• Install interior blinds or shutters and keep 
them partially closed to minimize 
reflections. Angled appropriately, these can 
still provide plenty of light and a modified 
view while being safer for the birds.

• Remove houseplants near windows so birds 
will not consider them to be shelter or food. 
Instead, position plants and flowers where 
they cannot be seen from outside.

• Install frosted or etched windows with less 
reflective surface area. This can be done 
with new windows, or craft etching kits are 
available for existing windows.

• Minimize nighttime illumination by using 
shades or shutters, or turn lights off when 
not needed. Similarly, avoid putting candles 
or other decorative lights in windows.

• Hang sheer curtains over large windows to 
minimize reflections. Kept closed, these 
curtains can effectively reduce window 
collisions without significantly decreasing 
light and visibility.

• Check all windows for “visual tunnels” that 
birds may believe they can fly through. 
Close doors or add curtains where 
appropriate to eliminate these tunnels. 

Exterior Solutions

• Break up a window’s reflection by adding 
decals, sun catchers, crystals, Mylar strips, 
windsocks or other obstacles outside. If 
these objects can sway in the wind, they will 
provide an additional deterrent. Note, 
however, that birds will attempt to fly

x-apple-data-detectors://0
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            through any space larger than 3-4 inches, so 
decals and strips must be close together over the 
entire surface area to be effective. 

• Add one-way transparent film to large 
windows. This film can be seen through 
from the inside, but will appear as an opaque 
surface from the outside.

• Add taut screens to window exteriors. Not 
only will screens break up the reflection, but 
if birds do collide with the screen it will 
cushion the blow and significantly reduce 
the chance of injury.

• Add external shutters to dangerous windows 
and keep them closed whenever possible to 
eliminate reflections. Storm shutters are 
another option.

• Add awnings over patio doors and large 
windows to prevent sunlight reflections. 
This will also help cool the window and 
increase your home’s energy efficiency.

• Place thick planter boxes with flowers and 
shrubbery at the base of dangerous windows. 
This will encourage birds to land in the 
plants for shelter rather than seek escape 
through the window. Dead branches can also 
be positioned over the glass without 
obstructing the view.

Prairie Tweets
 

• Allow windows to remain slightly dirty to 
cut down on the strength of the reflection.

• Choose window designs with lattices and 
patterns in the framing or glass that can help 
deter birds. French doors and sliding doors 
can have removable lattices if desired.

• If replacing windows, consider having them 
angled down to reflect the ground rather 
than the sky and landscaping. Depending on 
the window design, however, this 
construction technique may void a window’s 
warranty.

• Keep birdbaths and feeders closer than 3 feet 
to the window or further than 15 feet away. 
If the birds are very close to the window, 
they will not build up sufficient speed for an 
injury if they fly at the window, and if they 
are much further away they will be more 
easily able to avoid hitting the window 
altogether. 

For the Best Results
To minimize the risk of bird window collisions as 
much as possible, use several internal and external 
techniques. While one tactic may reduce the number 
of birds injured after colliding with windows, 
several tactics joined together will have the greatest 
results for preventing these unnecessary injuries and 
fatalities altogether.

  http://birding.about.com/od/birdconservation/a/pre
ventwindowcollisions.htm

Naturally by Al Batt
  Scarlet tanagers were regular customers to my bird feeders this spring. Dvorak included a 
reference to this tanager in a musical piece he wrote while in Spillville, Iowa. I think the bird's 
singing annoyed Dvorak. This black-winged red bird is stunningly handsome. 
   A masked skulker, showing a buttery-yellow color 
moved about the underbrush at the edges of my yard. 
The black-masked, tiny bird called "witchity-witchity" or 
"follow-me, follow-me." It was a common yellowthroat, a 
warbler that could never be too common for my liking. 
   A fellow could develop eyestrain from trying not to look 
at birds.
   Large drops of rain turned the metal roof of the shed 
into a percussion instrument. On a cloudy day, the birds 
acted as sunshine.



Prairie Tweets        Page 7

Birding in North Dakota
Some locations attract so many birds or such a variety of interesting birds that they are 
known as "Hot Spots". Everyone has his or her own hot spot. Sometimes these hot spots are 
swarming with birds only during the spring or fall migration. Some hot spots are best in the 
middle of the winter. If you would like to see a lot of birds in just one day, you will have to 
visit many different habitats. Some of North Dakota’s birding hotspots include a variety of 
habitats within a relatively small area. How many of these areas in North Dakota have you 
visited? More locations coming in the next issue of Prairie Tweets.

Site General Information

Sully’s Hill National Game 
Preserve – Devils Lake, ND

The preserve's wooded hills are attractive to birds not normally seen in 
the open areas of the state. In addition, a wide variety of waterfowl, 
and shore and marsh birds, may be found around Sweetwater Lake, 
along the preserve's shore of Devils Lake, and in the marsh of Fort 
Totten Bay. Peak bird populations are from late April to early June, and 
from late August to mid-October. The list contains 267 birds that may 
be observed in this general area

Theodore Roosevelt National 
Park – Medora, ND

This list includes 186 species which have been observed in Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park plus 22 species that have not yet been 
observed but are suspected of occurring since they have been seen in 
the immediate area. This list includes 69 species that are known to 
have nested in the park, 39 species that are probable breeders, and 16 
species whose nesting status is uncertain.

Lake Metigoshe State Park – 
Turtle Mountains – Bottineau, 
ND

The Turtle Mountains is an area of rolling hills covered with aspen, 
oak, paper birch, elm, and ash trees dotted with a variety of lakes and 
marshes. It is a summer breeding haven for many species of birds and 
migrating stopover for others. The red-necked grebe is probably the 
most popular breeding bird in the park. Red-neck grebes are rare 
breeders in the lower 48 states but are at home in the sheltered bays of 
School Section Lake. Other birds of interest are the other four species 
of grebe, white pelicans, common loons, herons, red-eyed and 
Philadelphia vireos, hawks and grouse. Over 100 species are known to 
nest here. 

Lostwood National Wildlife 
Refuge – Kenmare, ND

Lostwood was established by presidential order in 1935 as a refuge 
and breeding ground for migratory birds and other wildlife. Today it is 
26,900 acres of rolling, mixed grass prairie dotted with more than 
4,000 wetlands ranging from tiny, ephemeral sloughs and broad, grassy 
marshes to brackish lakes covering nearly a square mile.

Long Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge – Moffit, ND

Long Lake is a natural lake of limited depth by reason of its location in 
a shallow alkaline basin. Grasslands adjoining water areas provide 
nesting sites for several species of puddle ducks, upland plovers, 
marbled godwits, willets, and sharp-tailed grouse. The bird list 
contains 206 species which have been recorded on or near the refuge 
since 1940. 

http://www.fws.gov/longlake/
http://www.fws.gov/longlake/
http://www.fws.gov/lostwood/lnwr.htm
http://www.fws.gov/lostwood/lnwr.htm
http://www.nps.gov/thro/
http://www.nps.gov/thro/
http://www.fws.gov/sullyshill/
http://www.fws.gov/sullyshill/
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Birding Drives Dakota continues its mission:
To Promote Economic Development in North 
Dakota Through Nature-based Tourism Focused
on Birding!

Lending An Ear
  I was birding in the Carrington, North Dakota area when I watched marbled godwits fly over. Another 
birder, Fred Chancey of Eugene, Ore., told me that a friend of his called them garbled modwits. A 
Spoonerism at its best.
  I was assisting on a birding trip during the Potholes & Prairies Birding Festival. As might be expected, 
we stopped in a prairie/pothole area. It was windy and devoid of traffic other than the two buses I was 
involved with. 
  After exiting the bus, I stopped to listen.
  "What are we listening for?" Asked a nine-year old member of the group.
  "Sedge wrens," I replied. Their songs sound something like, "Cha cha cha chachachachacha."
  A second question came quickly. "Then why aren't we hearing any?"

Al Batt

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

When geese attack turtles
 Duane Swenson of rural Waseca watched a Canada goose chase a turtle away from a nest near Duane’s 
farm pond. A gander can get a little cranky and this one had goslings in the nest. It would attempt to 
chase away any creature that ventured too close. The painted turtle is the most common turtle here. They 
are commonly called "mud turtles." The painted turtle is an omnivore (eating both plants and animals) 
that feeds on insects, snails, slugs, crayfish, leeches, mussels, tadpoles, frogs, fish eggs, fish, carrion, and 
plants (including duckweed, algae, and lily pads). Common snapping turtles would be more of a threat to 
a small gosling. They, too, eat both plants and animals. Potential foods include insects, fish, clams, crayfish, 
snails, worms, frogs, tadpoles,  salamanders, snakes, turtles,  birds,  various small  mammals, carrion, and 
aquatic plants. In June, female snapping turtles travel to areas suitable for nesting and often cross roads. 

Al Batt

We are very excited about our "Friend of the Refuge" designation and all the potential it has for BDD 
and Arrowwood Refuge. 

We are looking for new members and fresh ideas. If you are a nature lover, birder, or 
simply an individual interested in tourism or conservation, now is a great time to join 
our board or become a member and make a difference. If you are interested, please call 
701-652-2524, 701-650-9002, or email  info@birdingdrives.com               

Ann Hoffert, President, 
Birding Drives Dakota

Board of Directors
Ann Hoffert, President - Carrington
Frank Klein, Vice-President - Carrington
Ron Wiederholt, Secretary/Treasurer – Carrington
Laurie Dietz, Director – Carrington
Jeff Galt, D.C., Director - Carrington

mailto:info@birdingdrives.com
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