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Fort Seward and Fort Totten Trail
    On October 27, 2012, Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge 
 hosted a presentation of the history of the Fort Seward to Fort 
 Totten Trail which passed through the Refuge.
    The historical perspective was presented by historian Rebecca 
 Young Sletten, who dressed in period garb. Her mother, Mary 
 Faith Young, joined  Mrs. Sletten for the Q/A afterwards. Mrs. 
 Sletten gave an overview of the history of the trail including 
 stories of Native Americans who inhabited the area, settlers who 
 lived along the trail, and stories from the stagecoach drivers.
     Also, included, were the experiences of the wagon train riders 
  who reopened the trail in 1969. The event was  sponsored by the  
  ND Humanities Council.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Christmas Bird Count
The 113th Annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count (CBC) will 
take place from December 14, 2012 through January 5, 2012. 
Since the CBC began over a century ago, it has relied on the 
dedication and commitment of volunteer citizen scientists – 
you! The longest running Citizen Science survey in the 
world, CBC provides critical data pn population trends. Tens 
of thousands of participants know that it is also a lot of fun. 
Data from over 2,000 circles are entered after the count and 
become available to query under the Data & Research link on 
the Audubon link provided at the end of this article.

Your local count will occur on one day between those 
inclusive dates. Arrowwood NWR CBC is  December 18th;  the Valley City CBC is December 19th.
For further information, go to the Audubon website - http://birds.audubon.org/get-involved-christmas-bird-
count

A  pastoral opportunity in ND has unexpectedly arisen in Ashley. If the members of this list  (ND-
BIRDS@LISTSERV.NODAK.EDU wouldn't mind sharing again, how is the birding - hiking - naturalism 
opportunities there? Interestingly, the community brochure mentions birding in the first sentence. Not 
sure have seen that before. Again, my thanks. Al Schirmacher

Princeton, MN

http://birds.audubon.org/get-involved-christmas-bird-count
http://birds.audubon.org/get-involved-christmas-bird-count
mailto:ND-BIRDS@LISTSERV.NODAK.EDU
mailto:ND-BIRDS@LISTSERV.NODAK.EDU
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Upcoming Events

December 14  th     Jamestown Christmas Bird Count - meet at Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center 
at 7:50 AM on Count Day. Lunch will be available for participants. Email Lawrence at ligl@USGS.GOV 
to let him know you are coming. 
December 18  th        Arrowwood NWR Christmas Bird Count 
December 19  th        The Valley City Christmas Bird Count
December 20  th      The Long Lake NWR Christmas Bird Count begins at the Refuge's headquarters,2 mi E. 
of Moffit, ND, at approx. 8:00am. Participants can meet back at the headquarters at noon to share their 
bird sightings and enjoy a free lunch, courtesy of the Refuge. Please call at 387-4397 x12 if you plan to 
attend.  Mike Rabenberg, Wildlife Biologist, Long Lake NWR

June 12-16, 2013   Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival.  www.birdingdrives.com 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Birding in McHenry, Pierce, Benson & Ramsey Counties
Date: Fri, 16 Nov 2012 21:07:59 -0600 From: Ron Martin Subject:   Devils Lake trip  

I traveled to Devils Lake today birding McHenry, Pierce, Benson, and Ramsey Counties. The number of birds on 
Devils Lake was surprisingly low. Often at this time of year there are thousands of scaup, goldeneye, and 
Buffleheads. A few highlights:

White-w. Scoter - 1 along Hwy 57 south of Devils Lake.
Long-tailed Duck - 2 at the junction of Hwy 57 and Hwy 20 at The Narrows.
Com. Goldeneye - 540
Red-br. Merganser - 1 in Ramsey.
Pied-b. Grebe - 1 in Benson Co.
W. Grebe - 3
Bald Eagle - 56 total for the day.
Franklin's Gull - 1 in breeding plumage on Woods-Rutton Rd.
Bonaparte's Gull - 3
Glaucous Gull - 1 first-winter at the bridge on Woods-Rutton Rd.
Red-b. Woodpecker - 1 at a feeder west of Devils Lake.
Com. Raven - 15
N. Cardinal - 1 in Warwick.
Red Crossbill - 1 in Esmond, 12 in Minnewaukan.
White-winged Crossbill - 12 in Minnewaukan.

Good birding,
Ron Martin
Rural Sawyer

At The Big End Of My Binoculars
I looked up to see one Canada goose separate from the flock. It had likely become distracted while 

texting. I watched as two pheasants fought on the roadside. They were females in hen-to-hen combat. I 
saw songbirds feeding on the berries produced by small trees. Bird friendly plants are like planting bird 
feeders--feeders that provide not only food, but refuge as well. I heard a crow calling "crow" and spotted 
three crows standing on a dead deer in the road ditch. It looked as if they were waiting for another crow to 
show up with a deer opener.

A friend said, "Sure, I like nature. I watch it on The Weather Channel." In fact, Americans cherish nature and 
wildlife. A recent Opinion Research Corporation poll for Kellert and DJ Case found that one in five American adults 
characterized nature, wildlife, and the outdoors as their most enjoyable interests, and an additional 37 percent 
described nature, wildlife and the outdoors as among their more enjoyable interests. Thirty-one percent of American 
adults said they get outdoors daily to see and experience nature and an additional 29 percent indicated they take time 
to get outdoors on a weekly basis.

- Al Batt

mailto:ligl@USGS.GOV
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Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge – Management Techniques
A variety of management techniques are used to 
manage upland and wetland habitats on WPAs. These 
techniques vary depending on the specific goals and 
objectives desired for a specific habitat type. The three 
basic grassland habitat types are native grasslands, 
planted native grasslands, and planted dense nesting 
cover (DNC). 

Prescribed burning and grazing are preferred treatments 
for native grasses. When timed properly, these 
techniques can improve vigor and modify species 
composition of warm and cool season native grasses. 
Haying and raking canalso improve the vigor of native 
grasses and DNC.  Haying and grazing activities are 
accomplished by issuing special use permits to private

 landowners. 

Old stands of DNC are occasionally broken out and 
farmed for successive years and then seeded back to 
DNC or natives. Cooperative farming agreements are 
developed with private landowners as cooperators. WPA 
lands are mostly farmed on a share crop basis. The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service's portion of the crop is either 
left standing as a food plot or harvested and used for 
resident wildlife feeders. Noxious weed management 
techniques include chemical application, mowing, sheep 
grazing, and biological controls such as flea beetles on 
leafy spurge. 

http://www.fws.gov/refuges/profiles/index.cfm?id=62530

          
Contingent of Birders led by Keith Corliss

Date: Sun, 18 Nov 2012 22:23:50 -0600
From: Ron Martin
Subject: Garrison Dam area

ND-Birders:

A contingent of birders from Fargo led by Keith Corliss joined Clark, Corey and I for a day of birding 
around Garrison Dam and Audubon NWR. It was a beautiful, sunny day with light wind and some in the 
group recorded new life birds. A few highlights among the 40 or so species seen.

Gr. White-fr. Goose - 1 flyover at the tailrace.
Greater Scaup - 2 on the river below the dam.
Com. Merganser - 515, most on L. Audubon.
Long-tailed Duck - 1 in the tailrace and 1 at Audubon. 
Western Grebe - 4 on L. Sakakawea.
Am. White Pelican - 1 at Audubon.
Bald Eagle - 39
Thayer's Gull - 4 at the tailrace.
Mew Gull - 1 in the tailrace.
Rusty Blackbird - 35 at the Fish Hatchery Marsh.

Good birding,
Ron Martin
Rural Sawyer

Taking a life-bird out for lunch
Judy Boyd and Dorothy Hazlett, both of Red Deer, Alberta, spotted a gray-crowned rosy-finch some years 
ago. It was a lifer for both women, the first of its species that either had seen. The finch landed in the 
middle of the road and the women got out of the car to set up a spotting scope. While they were doing that, 
a Cooper's hawk flew down and took the finch out for lunch. It might have been a life-bird for the hawk, 
too. - Al Batt
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Passing on knowledge, skills and interest of the outdoors, especially birds.

 Every now  
 and then we 
 all need 
 reminding   
 just  what it 
 was  that led  
 us here in the 
 first place and 
 why we love 
 what we do. 
 Over time we 
 tend to lose 

track of those first few occasions when the fever-
pitch of excitement caused our hearts to thump; we 
forget those moments when we decided this was 
something we wanted to do. Last weekend I 
received just such a lesson from an unlikely source: 
A 10-year-old boy.
     A neighbor has a son, Joe, who exhibits a 
preternatural interest in the outdoors, especially 
birds. Last week Joe asked me where he might be 
able to see common redpolls, a small finch which 
shows up irregularly every winter from Canadian 
nesting areas to our north. I passed along the fact 
this was a particularly poor winter for redpoll 
sightings but that there were a few around. After 
realizing I hadn’t gotten out much lately I asked if 
he (and his father) would like to go looking for 
some on Saturday. He jumped at the chance.
   Saturday arrived and Joe was ready. His backpack 
was packed with binoculars, a bird field guide, 
sketching tools for drawing birds, and snacks. It was 
a picture of meticulous preparation and planning. As 
he dutifully sat in the rear seat of the car, Joe told of 
some recent birds he’d seen in his backyard. I 
couldn’t help but admire his fascination with 
species I now tend to ignore. He also commented on 
a photograph he’d seen on the Internet which 
depicted a hybrid northern flicker. How this 10-year 
old even knew what a hybrid was amazed me, but 
then he blew me away by naming the two 
subspecies involved. It was obvious this was a 
young person mentally engaged in a passion.
   At the first stop we did quite a bit of walking and 
observed several different species. Joe’s ears were 
tuned to the vocalizations of most of the common

 birds like American crow and blue jay. It was 
apparent this was a boy well ahead of his peers in 
terms of wildlife observation and understanding.
Joe consumed one of his snacks en route to our next 
destination, still hoping to find redpolls. With much 
anticipation, we strolled through some prime habitat 
with no luck. Like most of the winter thus far, the 
area seemed to be somewhat lacking in birds.
   One bird took to the air, however, which caught 
our collective eyes. Tracking this individual to a 
juniper tree, we determined it to be a Townsend’s 
solitaire, a locally rare vagrant during the fall, 
winter, and spring months. It was only the fourth 
one I’d ever seen in Cass County and Joe’s first. He 
was ecstatic. 
   During the ride home Joe finished his snacks and 
reflected on what we had found. “That bird 
(Townsend’s solitaire) made up for not finding 
redpolls,” he said. I couldn’t have agreed more.
Once home I was struck by what I had been missing 
in my own pursuit of the outdoors. I had gotten 
complacent, I was taking common things for 
granted, and I had let the wonder fade.
   Not so with Joe. His priorities were right in line 
with the passionate pursuit of knowledge and fun. 
His excitement was contagious, his anticipation 
palpable. He was fascinated with things I remember 
once being fascinated with and he wore his wonder 
proudly. 
 During one of our walks, Joe’s attention was drawn 
to the notion of what his footprints looked like in 
the snow. I was jealous of the trance-like power this 
simple idea had on him and I resolved to find it 
again.
                       - Keith Corliss

  Keith Corliss 
         and
         Joe

(in both photos)
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Diamond in the . . . wood pile?

This fall we have been blessed with unseasonably mild weather.  Days went by with no sign of rain, and 
temps in the 80s and 90s.  For the birds, their annual migration to nicer climates south has been lackluster 
and unmotivated thus far.   That all came to a screeching halt in mid-September creating a weekend I won’t 
soon forget.  

I have written before of my love for woodland warblers.   For two weeks in spring and fall, waves of tiny 
woodland migrants busily work their way through the trees gleaning insects and larvae from the lush green 
forests.  These active little birds flock up sometimes numbering in the dozens comprising of several 
different species.  The warbler plumages are much different than the bold blacks, bright blues, and yellow 
highlights displayed in spring.   In fall, the colors have faded into subtle yellows, grays and greens. 
Identifying these little gems can pose a great challenge without the knowledge of key field marks and 
experience as the birds move hurriedly through the trees.

The only thing that will slow them down on their southbound journey is a bitter cold morning, or the 
passage of rain.   A friend and I had planned a journey to the northwestern part of the state.  A calm clear 
Saturday afternoon with temps in the 80s presented little in the way of birds to find for us.   We were in 
eager anticipation for the nightfall however as the forecast was for a 30 degree drop the next day.  

Sunday morning we arrived at our destination and we were could hear birds chipping all around us.  The 
passage of the front in the wee hours of the morning brought rain and a sunrise temperature in the 30s.  We 
would soon find hundreds of birds.  In the next two hours, the woods behind the Crosby Country Club 
were searched carefully.  Dozens of birds were moving in every direction.  We called out each interesting 
find as they were identified.   Bay-breasted warbler, chestnut-sided warbler, and blue-headed vireo were 
quickly noted.   The first push of sparrows had also arrived in droves with white-throated, white-crowned, 
and Harris’s sparrows flocked up in the brush along Long Creek.  After the search we tallied fifteen species 
of warblers.
 
The best was yet to come.   From Crosby, we traveled highway 5 west to the border town of Westby, 
Montana.   This particular town is heavily wooded with American Elm and Boxelder trees.   When the neo-
tropic migrants pass over the vast treeless prairie of southern Saskatchewan, they see the woodland block 
of the town and drop down for a much needed rest.   Eastern woodland species recorded few other places 
in Montana are regularly seen here.   Today would be no different.  Literally every tree in town had birds 
foraging for a much needed energy boost.   The local resident birder was found in the city park watching 
the warblers all around, along with a visitor from Washington state.   The four of us searched the trees and 
again called out the birds.  There were too many to look at.   Then I heard the sound I never thought I 
would hear in Montana.   The local resident birder called out “Black-throated Blue!!”   All of those in 
attendance whipped around and focused on a brush pile in the corner of the yard.   After a few tense 
moments, the bird appeared.   It was the crowning jewel for most birders of woodland warblers, a male 
black-throated blue warbler.   The bird foraged in the woodpile for an hour as we stopped back several 
times for a look.   I pulled out my camera and was able to snap several  good photos to capture this 
memorable sighting.   As fall migration has quickly passed, I am 
already anticipating the return of warblers in the spring, though 
many months away.  

Good Birding.
Corey Ellingson, President of the Bismarck-Mandan Bird Club.

Blue-throated blue warbler. Corey Ellingson
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Dakota Birders
The response to the new birding group Dakota Birders (DB) has been great. The chance for more 
interchange, more field trips, more citizen science, and more fun has generated lots of interest in the 
Dakotas, E. Minnesota, NW Iowa, and NE Nebraska. The Dakota Birders consider themselves an 
ADDITIONAL birding opportunity, not a replacement for any state or local group. If you have signed up, 
and been added to the list-serv, and you wish to do a field trip announced on the DN list-serv or newsletter 
"Dakota Wings", please let the editor, or list serv manager of DB know so we can put it on the calender, on 
the list-serv, and in the newsletter. Editor's e-mail= sfbirdclub@sio.midco.net  List serv manager's e-mail= 
zerrmick@yahoo.com

We do need some reasonable guidelines, so they are listed below.

Field trips 
• should be announced at least one month ahead of time, unless an unusual sighting takes place; 2
• should be led by someone who knows the area;
• local field trip initiators need to indicate time, duration, area to be covered, eating info, and a 

location to meet for car pooling and to start from.
• PLEASE SEND FIELD TRIP INFO TO THE LIST-SERV MANAGER OR EDITORFIRST 

SOTHEY CAN POST IT. Even though most of the suggested field trips will be okay, We must 
make sure they are not-for-profit (no paid guides, "package deals", etc.), or in any dangerous or 
restricted location. 

• The number of folks who take part in a Dakota Birders associated field trip can range from two to 
any number, so if only a couple of folks show up, that is okay. 

• Field trip information will be posted on the list-serv, and in the Newsletter. If the trip has a target 
bird, it should be included in the information 

• A summary of a field trip, including species seen, should be sent to the newsletter for inclusion in 
an upcoming issue, and posted on the list-serv.

• Suggestions for a location for a field trip can be sent on the list-serv, even if the suggester cannot 
lead it. 

• Field trips should try not not coincide with the two SDOU meeting field trips.
• CBC’s associated with list-serv members can be considered a field trip, so specific info on dates, 

locations, etc., should be sent to the newsletter and list-serv.
* The newsletter will include colored photos, so feel free to send photos of your field trip. 
* Encourage new birders and their families to take part in your field trip. 

Our first sanctioned field trip will be in a few weeks at Gavin's Point Dam/Yankton on the Nebraska/SD 
border---------------More information will be sent later.
Check the list-serv photo section to see some of the birds being seen in the field trip area. 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/dakotabirders/photos/album/0/list?order=mtime 

To join the Dakota Birders list-serv, go to: http://groups.yahoo.com/group

Dakota Birders Officers:
Roger Dietrich   Doug Chapman   Bob Bork   Todd Jensen   and   Mick Zerr- List Serv Manager 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/dakotabirders/photos/album/0/list?order=mtime
mailto:zerrmick@yahoo.com
mailto:sfbirdclub@sio.midco.net
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Nature lessons
A vein of goldfinches is a wonderful collective noun.

The hackberry tree provided the oldest-known foraged food. Found on every continent except Antarctica, 
any culture that arose near hackberry trees utilized them as one of their main sources of food.

The population of northern pintails has declined 71% since 1967.
Coyotes maintain a small, one-third of a square mile territory near O’Hare Airport in Chicago.

Turkey vultures don't have a 5-second rule regarding food on the ground, but they might have a 5-day rule.
- Al Batt http://albatt.net/

NEWS RELEASE 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mountain-Prairie Region 
134 Union Boulevard
Lakewood, Colorado 80228 

For Immediate Release
October 17, 2012

Contacts: 
Special Agent Kevin Downs, (701) 355-8531, (701)-390-4735 or (701) 255 0593. 

Reward for Information Leading 
to Identification of the Person(s) Responsible For Shooting a Bald 
Eagle near Crosby, North Dakota

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service is investigating the shooting of an immature bald eagle which was 
shot near the city of Crosby, ND on October 11, 2012. A reward of up to $2,500.00 is being offered for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of the person(s) responsible. Witnesses reported the person(s) responsible for 
the shooting were driving a white Dodge dually pickup truck that had no additional markings. The United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service is asking for assistance from the public to help identify this vehicle and the people who 
were traveling in the vehicle during the incident.

If you know anyone that lives in the Crosby, North Dakota area or know of someone that was in the area on 
October 11, 2012, and drives a white Dodge dually pickup, please contact Special Agent Kevin Downs with the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service at (701) 355-8531, (701) 390-4735 or (701) 255-0593 to help prevent this 
from happening again. Bald eagles are protected by the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act, and by North Dakota State law.

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, 
wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a leader and 
trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and 
natural resources, dedicated professionals, and commitment to public service.

For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit http://www.fws.gov/mountain-
prairie/. 

http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/
http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/
http://albatt.net/


Page 8       Prairie Tweets

Birding Drives Dakota continues its mission:
To Promote Economic Development in North Dakota
Through Nature-based Tourism Focused on Birding!

Navigating North Dakota
I turned off I-94 to visit New Salem, North Dakota. I wanted to see 

Salem Sue, the world’s largest Holstein cow. The cow is 38 feet high and 50 
feet long. The local Lions Club built her.

I heard an interesting story while there. It seems that New Salem’s 
first settler, John Christiansen, was breaking virgin prairie while several 
Sioux Indians watched him. One of the Sioux said, "Wrong side up," and 
turned over broken sod so that the grass was again on top. The grassy hills 
in that area proved to be better suited for grazing than breaking.

I was driving on Highway 281 in North Dakota when I spotted a 
mallard hen walking six tiny ducklings across the road. There was no other 
traffic, so I stopped my vehicle and the duck hurried her babies across the 
road. There was a slight slant to the tarred roadside. This caused the little 
ones to tumble and roll into the ditch. There they were, safe for the 
moment. Just like the existing prairie.

- Al Batt http://albatt.net/

We are very excited about our "Friend of the Refuge" designation and all the potential it has for BDD 
and Arrowwood Refuge. 

We are looking for new members and fresh ideas. If you are a nature lover, birder, or 
simply an individual interested in tourism or conservation, now is a great time to join 
our board or become a member and make a difference. If you are interested, please call 
701-652-2524, 701-650-9002, or email  info@birdingdrives.com               

Ann Hoffert, President, 
Birding Drives Dakota

Board of Directors
Ann Hoffert, President - Carrington
Frank Klein, Vice-President - Carrington
Ron Wiederholt, Secretary/Treasurer – Carrington
Laurie Dietz, Director – Carrington
Jeff Galt, D.C., Director - Carrington

mailto:info@birdingdrives.com
http://albatt.net/

