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2012 Potholes & Prairie Festival Birds

Summer is the season for birding festivals in North Dakota. Birders come from all across the 
country to see specialty birds on the open grassland prairies of North Dakota. Even though some of 

these species can be found elsewhere on wintering grounds, birders come to hear the grassland species of birds belting out 
a symphonic song, rich with an assortment of chips, squeaks, bells, and whistles. These grassland birds may be drab in 
plumage, but they easily make up for it with a pleasing dawn chorus of songs. The passion that birders have for this 
growing hobby is a strong one if they are willing to arise before the sun to board a bus in total darkness in eager 
anticipation of this dawn prairie chorus.

Invariably several species always top the lists of visiting birders. Sprague’s pipit is a bird that not many think 
about from our avian assortment on the prairie. This highly specialized bird is known for a skylarking flight chorus rather 
than glamorous flashy looks. Males will spend long periods of time high up in the air performing a musical song while 
flying a figure eight that goes on sometimes more than an hour continuously. When the song is done, the male drops like a 
rock to the ground, disappearing in the vegetation with its well camouflaged brown streaky plumage.

Another sought-after specialist of the short-grass prairie is the Baird’s Sparrow. This bird also has a relatively 
non-descript plumage. The unique field marks include a couple check marks on the side of the face, and an ocher crown 
stripe. This bird also belts out a complicated melodious song consisting of a few thin ringing notes followed by a drawn 
out metallic trill. Both the pipit and this sparrow also require open short-grass prairie devoid of any trees or heavy 
vegetation. They are in danger due to their preferred habitat quickly disappearing from our landscape due to native prairie 
plowed up for agricultural use.

The next two birds highly sought after are marsh specialists. They are both very secretive, residing in thick wet 
meadows or freshwater marsh vegetation. The nelson’s sparrow (formerly nelson’s sharp-tailed sparrow) has a rather 
attractive plumage with a rich orangey-yellow tone with subtle streaking on the breast, gray ear patch, and crown stripe 
and gray collar. The song is described as a hissy two parted buzz, likened to the sound of a hot poker dipped in water. Very 
similar to the Nelson’s, is the Leconte’s sparrow. Its plumage differs slightly from the Nelson’s in that the Leconte’s 
sparrow has a more yellow toned plumage and crown stripe, and lacks the gray collar of the Nelson’s sparrow. The 
Leconte’s sparrow song is a very high pitched grasshopper like buzz with a beginning and ending ‘tic’.

To a lesser extent several other prairie birds deserve mention. The beautiful and musical chestnut-collared 
longspur is another short grass prairie specialist found in western North Dakota. Surprisingly the gray partridge and sharp-
tailed grouse are always mentioned on the visitor wish lists. Birders also love to see the wide variety of nesting waterfowl 
species along with yellow-headed blackbirds and Wilson’s phalaropes in their splendid summer colors of alternate 
(breeding) plumage.

I had the privilege of guiding for two festivals recently. The first was at Lostwood NWR west of Kenmare, and 
the second was based in Carrington. Tours included trips to Arrowwood NWR, Chase Lake NWR, and 
Horsehead Lake just east of Bismarck in Kidder county. Seventy some birders came from all across the 
country to partake in the festivities. With the tours averaging 90 some species and a festival list that 
included all of the profiled species, hopefully everyone went home with lasting memories and a new-
found appreciation for our birds, our people and the disappearing fragile prairie landscape. 

 Yellow-headed Black Corey Ellingson
by Rick Bohn President, Bismarck-Mandan Bird Club.
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2012 Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival

The 10th Anniversary of the Potholes and Prairie Birding Festival was a great success. 76 birders from 
across the country along with 23 speakers, guides, and vendors participated for a total of 97 folks who 
spent up to 5 days or longer in our community. The best guides in the state accompanied birders to many 
areas including Chase Lake, Horsehead Lake, Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge, Hawk Nest, and other 
areas. Larger tours used motor coaches while smaller tours used vans or “People movers.” Other events 
included evening picnics, a jam session, seminars, a keynote address by humorist, Al Batt, and a farewell 
social Sunday afternoon at the Putnam House. 

www.birdingdrives.com or 1-888-921-2473 for more information.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Upcoming Events
October 27, 2012:  Presentation on Fort Seward and Fort Totten Trail

Rebecca Young Sletten will host her presentation on the Fort Seward to Fort Totten Trail, which passed 
through the refuge. The presentation is scheduled for Saturday, Oct 27th at 2:00 to approximately 3:30. Mrs. Sletten 
is an energetic and interesting speaker. She dresses in period garb and her mother accompanies her for Q/A after the 
presentation. The event is sponsored by the ND Humanities Council.

June 12-16, 2013 – Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival.  www.birdingdrives.com 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Cornell Lab e-News:

Winter Finches-Coming to a Feeder Near You?
Daylight is fading and pumpkins are starting to appear on 
doorsteps-there can be no doubt winter birds are on their 
way. And this year could be a big one, suggests the annual 
Winter Finch Forecast hosted by 
e-Bird. Poor cone and berry crops from this year's drought 
mean northern finches are likely to move far and wide in 
search of food, according to longtime finch forecaster Ron 
Pittaway. The project focuses on Ontario data but often 
uncovers trends that apply more widely across the continent. 
In particular, Red-breasted Nuthatches and Red Crossbills 
already seem to be on the move. Also keep your eyes out for Pine Grosbeaks, Common Redpolls, and 
Evening Grosbeaks. Read the full species-by-species forecast at:  
http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/ff2012?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=5d401e6c4b-
Cornell_Lab_eNews_2012_10_11&utm_medium=email

WINTER FINCH FORECAST 2012-2013
The theme this winter is that each finch species will use a different strategy to deal with the widespread 
tree seed crop failure in the Northeast. It will be a quiet winter in the eastern North Woods. See individual 
species forecasts for details. Both coniferous and hardwood tree seed crops are generally poor from 

northeastern Ontario extending eastward across Quebec to 
Newfoundland south through the Maritime Provinces, New York 
and New England States. Within the Northeast there are pockets of 
good crops. Cone crops are much better in the Hudson Bay 
Lowlands and northwestern Ontario west to Alberta, Northwest 
Territories and Yukon. Three irruptive non-finch passerines whose 
movements are linked to finches are also discussed.
 By Ron Pittaway, eBird News, September 20, 2012

http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/ff2012?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=5d401e6c4b-Cornell_Lab_eNews_2012_10_11&utm_medium=email
http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/ff2012?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=5d401e6c4b-Cornell_Lab_eNews_2012_10_11&utm_medium=email
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Variability on the Prairie by Alex Galt

Family, old friends, and, of course, a suite of bird species 
    Dry prairie pothole wetland south of Carrington; by Alex Galt   that I don't normally see in southeast Iowa are what I am 

  guaranteed when I visit North Dakota every year. However, local 
  habitat conditions always seem to be different around Carrington 
  when I come home. At times this can be a pleasant surprise. As any 
  rural North Dakotan can attest, many wetlands had been 
  overflowing the past few years until the rain stopped this summer. 
  Fluctuating precipitation levels across years is considered to be one 
  of the greatest drivers of habitat conditions on the Great Plains. 
  Undoubtedly, this variability has shaped the wildlife that relies on 
  the shifting mosaic of habitats.

I was fortunate enough to make it home this past June, for  
the 10th Annual Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival, and again in late September for my twin brother’s wedding. It 
was hard to believe that I was back in the same place on both trips. In June, I was still seeing water in wetlands that 
had been dry for years. By the time I visited in late September the tide had turned. Those same wetlands were dry, in 
addition to, other wetlands that I hadn’t seen dry for 10 years. As I searched the dry wetlands and prairies for birds 
in September, I reflected on how the climate extremes shaped both the bird species and communities of the region.

Just as climate variability poses significant risk for agriculture producers in ND, it has also had a strong 
influence on the flora and fauna of the region since the last glaciation. For example, in late summer it was difficult to 
see signs of water stress in native prairie plants whose root systems grow deep. The grassland birds that draw people 
to the region every year are also well adapted to uncertainty in habitat conditions. In a more stable ecosystem, such 
as old growth forests, bird species tend to exhibit relatively high rates of site fidelity. They often return to the same 
place to breed every year if they had been successful there in the past. This strategy would clearly not work well for 
birds on the Great Plains. In fact, it is well documented that grassland birds, such as the Sprague’s pipit and Baird’s 
sparrow, typically don’t return to the same place to breed every year since the quality of nesting habitat can vary 
greatly from year-to-year. Dickcissels are even considered nomadic because of the variability in local abundances 
each year.

Festival participants, in 2012, got to experience this annual variability first     Male dickcissel singing on the prairie
hand with good numbers of dickcissels and no yellow rail sightings. Despite the
normal difficulty associated with locating this secretive marsh bird, yellow rails had
previously been documented at the festival consistently over the last 6 or more years

The wet meadow habitats that usually support yellow rail seemed just fine 
to the human eye, yet the rails weren’t present. This was likely due to larger scale 
precipitation patterns. The last time dickcissels were sighted during the festival was
in 2006. It’s safe to say that almost all participants were able to see at least one 
dickcissel this year. 

Although climactic variability can make birding guides scratch their heads by Alex Galt
at times, it keeps birders on the edge of their seats in anticipation of the next 
“Dickcissel invasion”. As usual, all we can do is wait to see what next year has in store.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Visitor enjoyed area and birding festival
Letter to the Editor, Foster County Independent
   It was my great pleasure to speak at the Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival headquartered in Carrington recently.
  I enjoyed spending time with the wonderful folks who gathered there. Those in attendance were way beyond nice.

The area is fortunate to have such a tremendous celebration. It is like-wise gifted by having those whose hard work and 
foresight make the Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival the important event that it is. It is truly a celebration of nature.
  Henry David Thoreau said, “In wildness is the preservation of the world.” In the Carrington area, there is wildness enough to 
soothe the stress of daily life and to provide a window to observe the mysteries and the glories that are nature. A visit to 
Carrington makes lives better. I patronized a dozen businesses in Carrington and found it as pleasant experience as a frugal man 
like me can have while parting with hard-earned money.
  I spent as much time as possible looking at birds. The potholes and prairies are places where a birder's dreams come true. I 
realize that it is not the number of breaths I take that matters. What matters is what takes my breath away and the Festival did 
that.
  My thanks to everyone associated with the Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival for all the good work they do and for allowing 
me to spend time in their midst. I had a swell time.
  As I left Carrington, I looked back. - Al Batt, Writer/Storyteller

http://albatt.net/
http://albatt.net/
http://albatt.net/
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Least Bittern

    After a busy work week, a report came across the internet 
birding list serve of a bird I haven’t observed in 10 years. 
Moreover, I have never actually seen this species in my 20 years of 
birding North Dakota. Plans began for a day trip to try my luck at 
seeing an elusive marsh species, the least bittern.

    Least bittern is a species of the thick cattail marshes. My 
trusty Sibley guide to birds lists the bird at 13 inches, which is the 
length of our familiar common grackle of urban backyards.  The 
bittern, though the same length as the grackle, is plumper without 
the need of a long tail for acrobatic flight. The least bittern is half 
the size of our more familiar American bittern, and by far the 

smallest wading bird in our North Dakota avifauna. The plumage is also very similar to its larger 
counterpart with a buff orange colored head, neck, and wings. The lower belly is white, and the neck is 
streaked with white and buff orange to blend in perfectly with the dead cattail vegetation it calls home. The 
crown and back are charcoal black on a male, but more subtle medium brown on a female.

The least bittern is a species difficult to observe due to its stalking nature of foraging. The birds 
will “tree branch” very slowly through semi-open cattail stands always watching the openings of water 
below for food. The main diet is fish and large insects. When it finds a good setting it will grab hold of the 
cattail stands, and sit above the water waiting for food to pass by. When it does, the tiny bitterns will 
slowly stretch out their long necks and then quickly snatch their unsuspecting pray. 

After rounding up a couple eager birders, we departed Bismarck for an early morning drive north 
of Steele. I met another birder in Chaseley and proceeded the last 10 miles north. Upon arrival I surveyed 
the area.  Judging from my past experience with least bitterns, this search was going to be the proverbial 
finding a needle in a haystack. I walked the road 50 yards down and back surveying all the cattails that lay 
before me.  Arriving back near the car I muttered to the group, “We don’t have a chance of finding this 
bird”. I had no sooner finished my line, when a least bittern flew quickly by, passing down the channel 
away from us. I exclaimed “There it is, flying down the channel!”   Luck was with us this day!

It was a less than stellar look, but it was a lifer for a couple in the group. We didn’t have to wait 
long for a follow-up look. Another least bittern had crossed the same channel, landing on the edge of the 
cattails above the water in plain sight. This bird appeared to be a female or young   bird as the top of the 
head and back were brown, rather than charcoal black. The individual slowly slithered through the cattail 
blades from stalk to stalk in search of food. Occasionally it would stop and stretch out its long neck and 
stab in the water bringing up a flopping minnow. Before long a second bird, a bright male had appeared. 
We spent 2 hours taking turns watching the bird through the scope and taking pictures with our digital 
cameras as the birds foraged and allowed continuous unobstructed views.

As they always say in birding, you never know unless you try. This particular time, luck was in our 
favor as we had stellar looks at the birds.  May luck be on your side the next time you search the marshes 
for our elusive bitterns. Corey Ellingson

President, Bismarck-Mandan Bird Club.
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Avocets at Arrowwood American Bison Prairie Rose
        Photo by Stephen Ingraham       Photo by Stephen Ingraham           Photo by Stephen Ingraham
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(excerpt from press release from NAS 9/18/12)

Important and Exciting news for the Christmas Bird Count program 

Two major changes will come to the Christmas Bird Count (CBC) program effective with the upcoming 113th Count 
in December, 2012. 

First, the CBC is now a free program. Audubon will no longer charge the $5.00 fee of field participants. 

Second, to minimize the effects of the loss of fee income, American Birds will no longer be printed on paper and 
mailed to participants, and Audubon will move to an online delivery of the summary results of the CBC.

Thanks very much, and have a wonderful FREE Christmas Bird Count season. Good birding! 

Geoff LeBaron Gary Langham
Director, Christmas Bird Count Vice-President & Chief Scientist
National Audubon Society National Audubon Society 

Taken from:

PELICAN BRIEFS 
A Periodic Newsletter of the Chase Lake Foundation 

A Friends Group to Chase Lake National Wildlife Refuge 
SUMMER 2012 

www.chaselakefoundation.com 

PELICAN BANDING 2012 
    This year 62 staff from the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), Northern Prairie 
Wildlife Research Center (NPWRC), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), 
Youth Conservation Corps (YCC), Minnesota Conservation Corps (MCC), and 
Student Conservation Association (SCA) banded 1,163 juvenile American White 
Pelicans at Chase Lake National Wildlife Refuge.                   Photo by Rick Bohn
    Each year we seem to get questions about this unique experience, so here are a couple questions that you might 
have in mind. 

What bands are used? There are 2 bands used when banding a pelican. There is a light-weight aluminum band that 
is placed on their left leg. There is a colored plastic band that is placed on their right leg. 

What are the 2 bands used for? Each band is used at Chase Lake NWR for migratory research purposes. A color 
band is much easier to re-sight versus a metal band although both provide important life history information such as 
foraging locations and distribution. The colored bands make it easier to track pelicans to and from wintering 
grounds, dispersal to other colonies, and approximate age at nesting. 

Why band pelicans? The recorded band information is used to track the pelicans through their migration. If a band 
is found, USFWS is notified and the recorded information from the band is used for research purposes. Population 
estimates and avian health is monitored with the help of bands. 

Will the pelicans fly away when you try to band them? No. The pelicans that are banded can’t fly because they 
are juveniles. Juvenile pelicans are at the stage of developing muscles and feathers used for flight. 

What, when, and where? We band pelicans when they are past the newborn (pinky) stage. Pelican chicks are 
approximately 6-8 weeks when we band them. Pelican technicians monitor the island and decide when the pelicans 
are old enough to band. Banding usually occurs in either late June or July at the south island of Chase Lake NWR. 
Once we set a banding date, we meet at the refuge early in the morning a little before sunrise. It gets hot in the 
summer, so the banders use the cool morning to ensure the birds will not get too hot! 
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News from:  E-Bulletins of National Wildlife Refuge Association (NWRA) 
website:  http://refugeassociation.org/news/birding-bulletin/

IBA NEWS: NEW WHSRN SITE IN WASHINGTON STATE

At its annual meeting this spring in Vancouver, British Columbia, the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve 
Network (WHSRN) Hemispheric Council voted unanimously to approve two new sites of "Regional Importance" 
into the network. One of these is the Greater Skagit/Stillaguamish Delta in Washington. There are now a total of 87 
WHSRN Sites in 13 countries covering more than 32 million acres of shorebird habitat.

The 91,429-acre Greater Skagit and Stillaguamish Delta, located in northwest Washington State, consists of Port 
Susan and Skagit Bays. This area's marshes, mudflats, and channels are among the most important in Puget Sound 
for migrating and wintering shorebirds. Surveys conducted in the mid-1990s regularly recorded concentrations 
exceeding 20,000 wintering shorebirds. Shorebird counts run in 2007–2011 revealed annual totals ranging from 
30,390 to 57,100 birds. Dunlin and Western Sandpiper were the dominant species. Concentrations of this magnitude 
meet WHSRN’s criteria for designation as a Site of Regional Importance.

This WHSRN site overlaps the smaller, 8,747-acre Port Susan Bay IBA, which includes northeast portion of Port 
Susan Bay, the mudflats of Livingston Bay, the Stillaguamish River Delta, and the surrounding farm fields which 
also support large numbers of wintering waterfowl. 

For additional information about IBA programs worldwide, including those across the U.S., check the National 
Audubon Society's Important Bird Area program web site at: www.audubon.org/bird/iba/
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                                            ARROWWOOD NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
CELEBRATES NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE WEEK

OCTOBER 14-20

Come celebrate with us and tickle your sense of wonder as you experience the fall waterfowl and shorebird 
migration on Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge (NWR).     

Arrowwood NWR was established by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1935 as a refuge and breeding ground for 
migratory birds.  The refuge straddles the James River and is an important stopover for waterfowl and many other 
species of birds as they journey south.  Here’s what is available to help you celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week 
with us:

1.  The Arrowwood NWR Complex Visitor Center is open!  Visitor hours are Monday through Friday from 7:30 am 
to 4:00 pm, excluding Holidays.  

2.  The Auto Tour Route is open until opening day of the Deer Gun Season – Friday, November 9th.  .   
3.  Warbler Woodland located on the east side of Arrowwood Lake, the site of the Big Sit! is always an interesting 

place to visit and explore whether you are looking for warblers, woodpeckers, or white-tailed deer.  

Americans have a proud tradition of working together to protect and preserve our Nation’s natural resources.  You 
can be part of all that, right here at the Arrowwood NWR. Consider volunteering or just visiting and exploring.  

National Wildlife Refuges across the country will be holding events for National Wildlife Refuge Week. 
National Wildlife Refuges offer a variety of outdoor activities:  fishing, hunting, environmental education, 
wildlife observation, wildlife photography, and interpretive activities.  Many wildlife refuges also offer nature 
hikes, bird watching tours, wildlife drives and trails, and other adventures.  Each year, about 42 million 
Americans discover the wonders of nature by visiting a wildlife refuge.  There is at least one wildlife refuge in 
every state and one within an hour’s drive of most major cities.  For more information about National 
Wildlife Refuges, to go:  www.fws.gov/refuges.
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New Artwork for Next Stamp
Very good art and a great investment

The Federal Duck Stamp Art Contest took place at Weber State University (WSU) in 
Ogden, Utah, on Friday and Saturday, 28-29 September, There were 192 art 
submissions, with artwork for five eligible waterfowl species: Brant, Canada Goose, 
Northern Shoveler, Common Goldeneye, and Ruddy Duck. Of the 192 entries in this 
year's two-day competition, there were 17 entries that made it to the final round of 
judging.

The acrylic painting that won the contest, and 
will appear on the 2013-2014 Migratory Bird 
Hunting and Conservation Stamp (as the 
Duck Stamp is officially called), was created 
by Robert Steiner, from San Francisco. His 
winning piece was of a male Common 
Goldeneye, shown on the right. This was 
actually Steiner's second Federal Duck 
Stamp Contest win. His art previously 
appeared on the 1998-1999 Federal Duck 
Stamp. Curiously, that image was of a 
closely-related species, a Barrow's 
Goldeneye. There were over 1.6 million of those 1998-1999 stamps sold, and they 
produced more than $24 million for land acquisition in the National Wildlife Refuge 
System.

This next 2013-2014 Federal Duck Stamp will go on sale in late June 2013. Of course, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service produces the Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation 
Stamp, which sells for $15 and raises about $25 million each year to provide critical 
funds to conserve and protect wetland and grassland habitats in the National Wildlife 
Refuge System. The stamp, moreover, is not something that benefits only ducks. Many 
other bird species - from shorebirds to songbirds - and other wildlife are dependent on 
habitat secured through stamp purchases. 

For example, last month, the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission (MBCC) met in 
Washington, DC, to approve the addition of more than 10,000 acres in fee-title (direct 
purchase) and easements (or leases) to seven units of the National Wildlife Refuge 
System in Montana, Texas, New York, Oregon, South Carolina, and California. The 
funding for these acquisitions came from the Migratory Bird Conservation Fund, 
commonly understood as the account where Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation 
[Duck] Stamp funds are deposited.

In short, buying a stamp - or a few stamps - is one of the simplest and most effective 
things anyone can do to support a legacy of wetland and grassland conservation for 
birds. It's a bargain!                                                            Article submitted by Paul Baicich

Big Sit . . . 
. . . held October 14th from 7am to 7pm at the Arrowood NWR. Seen or heard 62 species of bird, which is a record 
from the 53 last years (which was a record high). We had 25 birders in attendance: 3 came from the Fargo area, 
including Keith Corliss; 3 from Bismarck, including Corey Ellingson; 4 from Jamestown, including Dan Buchanan; 
4 from Carrington, the Hoffert family; and the remaining from various areas; and the Refuge Staff, including the 
Halko's with their 3 boys. Paulette Scherr, Wildlife Biologist

Arrowwood NWR, Region 6 Pollinator Coordinator

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=efvgx8kab.0.zpv687kab.jxdb7zgab.512&ts=S0827&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.steinerprints.com%2Fwebsite%2Fabout_robert_steiner
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Thank you to the 2012 Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival Sponsors

Carrington, ND

     
     

             FWS: Arrowwood
       National Wildlife Refuge
                 Pingree, ND
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Friends of Arrowwood 
National Wildlife Refuge

‘Helping ND Fly!’
Become a member of Birding Drives Dakota (BDD), a non-profit organization!

Your BDD membership:
• Helps promote a tourism venture that seeks to build commerce and interest in central North Dakota! Recent studies show that 

annually in the U.S., birders account for $38 billion in retail sales, $85 billion in economic output, $13 billion in state and 
federal income tax and the creation of 863,406 new jobs (“400 Species Bring Birders in Flocks,” Angela Magstad, North Dakota 
Horizons, Spring 2005).

• Promotes and nurtures the world-class birding that abounds in central North Dakota and helps create awareness about our 
network of drives that takes tourists to the best birding in the country!

• Helps promote and host the annual “Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival!”
• Current membership earns you a $25 discount (per membership) at BDD’s birding festival!  Lifetime members receive $25 

discount annually!
• Business members are listed and included in BDD mailings. For an additional $25, BDD will include current business members’ 

brochures in its mailings.
• Earns you BDD’s annual newsletter, birding and festival updates!

Choose from these three classes of Birding Drives Dakota memberships:
 Individual $25  --  Family $50

You are an avid birder, or maybe you aren’t! An Individual or Family membership in BDD allows interested folks of all kinds – birders and 
non-birders alike – an opportunity to help develop their communities and become part of the “movers and shakers” who recognize the potential 
of nature-based tourism. Membership allows you to be part of the action, and at the same time allows you to help develop birding tourism in 
North Dakota. You will also receive name recognition on Birding Drives Dakota’s website: www.birdingdrives.com. Membership is renewable 
annually the month of October.

 Business w/web link $100
Are you part of a business that is interested in increasing its revenue while helping to develop your community? Do you own a hotel, bed and 
breakfast, restaurant, gas station, gift shop, or other local business? Then a Business Class Membership in BDD is for you! Cost is only $100 
and allows your business’ website to be linked on ours: www.birdingdrives.com. No website? At your request, we will list your business email 
address instead. Business listings will also be included in BDD mailings; for an additional $25, your business’ brochure will also be included. 
Membership is renewable annually the month of October.

 Individual Lifetime Membership $250 / Business Lifetime Membership $500
For long-range planners who believe in birding, believe in central North Dakota, and believe in the concept of creating awareness and 
appreciation for the vast natural resources here, a Lifetime Membership in BDD is for you! All Lifetime Members will receive special 
recognition at BDD events and activities. Individuals will be listed and businesses will be web-linked on BDD’s website: 
www.birdingdrives.com. Business listings will also be included in BDD mailings.

(ALL FEES SUBJECT TO CHANGE.)

To join BDD, return payment with the bottom portion of this form.

Please circle membership option:

$25 $50 $100         ($25) $250 $500 DATE: ________________
Individual Family Business + (Brochure Mlg) Individual Business

Lifetime Lifetime
Business name/Website-Link: ________________________________________
Individual/Contact Name ____________________________________________                Return to:
Address:  _________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________________________________
Email address: _____________________________________________________ 

Birding Drives Dakota
871 Main St
Carrington ND 58421

http://www.birdingdrives.com/
http://www.birdingdrives.com/
http://www.birdingdrives.com/


Birding Drives Dakota
981 Main St
Carrington ND  58421
Phone: (701) 652-2522
Toll free: 888-921-2473
Email: info@birdingdrives.com
Website: www.birdingdrives.com

Birding Drives Dakota continues its mission:
To Promote Economic Development in North Dakota
Through Nature-based Tourism Focused on Birding!

 

We are very excited about our "Friend of the Refuge" designation and all the 
potential it has for BDD and Arrowwood Refuge. 
It is time to renew your membership (due October) or become a new member. 
Enclosed is a membership form – fill it out and send it in. It is that simple.
We are looking for new members and fresh ideas. If you are a nature lover, 
birder, or simply an individual interested in tourism or conservation, now is a 
great time to join our board or become a member and make a difference. If you 
are interested, please call 
701-652-2524, 701-650-9002, or email at info@birdingdrives.com             

         Ann Hoffert, President, 
Birding Drives Dakota

Board of Directors
Ann Hoffert, President - Carrington
Frank Klein, Vice-President - Carrington
Ron Wiederholt, Secretary/Treasurer – Carrington
Laurie Dietz, Director – Carrington
Jeff Galt, D.C., Director - Carrington
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